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Q.1 How did the Indus Water Treaty (1960)
affect water distribution and relations
between Pakistan and India?

1. Introduction

e The Indus Waters Treaty (IWT), signed on 19 September 1960, divided the six rivers
of the Indus Basin between India and Pakistan.

o Itallocated the Eastern Rivers—Ravi, Beas and Sutlej—to India, while the Western
Rivers—Indus, Jhelum and Chenab—were allocated primarily to Pakistan.

o The World Bank helped broker the treaty.

e Thesis: The treaty successfully prevented water from becoming a permanent cause of war
and created a durable mechanism for river management, but it could not eliminate the
wider India-Pakistan strategic conflict.

2. The Treaty Established a Clear Framework for Sharing the Indus Basin

o Eastern Rivers — primarily India.
o Western Rivers — primarily Pakistan.
o India retained limited rights over Western Rivers for:
o domestic use
o agriculture
o run-of-river hydropower.
e Permanent Indus Commission established for communication and technical
cooperation.
o Dispute-resolution mechanism:
o Permanent Indus Commission
o Neutral Expert
o Court of Arbitration.

3. The Treaty Gave Pakistan Greater Water Security Despite Its Dependence on
the Indus Basin

o Pakistan's agriculture depends heavily on the Indus Basin Irrigation System.

« Treaty protected Pakistan's access to the Western Rivers.

e Itenabled Pakistan to develop replacement infrastructure after losing unrestricted access
to the Eastern Rivers.

Flowchart:

Address: 2-A, Shahrah Aiwan-e-Sanat-o-Tijarat, G.O.R.-l, Lahore, Pakistan Phone: 0325-0179777
Email: commonsexamination@gmail.com




IWT — Western Rivers secured — Irrigation certainty — Agricultural continuity — Food
& economic security

4. The Treaty Also Transformed Pakistan’s Water Infrastructure

o Pakistan constructed major link canals, barrages and storage infrastructure.
e Major projects included:

o Mangla Dam

o Tarbela Dam

o replacement link canals.
e These projects reduced Pakistan's dependence on the Eastern Rivers.

5. The Treaty Improved Bilateral Relations Through Institutionalized Water
Diplomacy

o Even during major conflicts—1965, 1971 and 1999—the treaty largely survived.

« Regular technical communication reduced the possibility of accidental escalation over
water.

o It demonstrated that India and Pakistan could maintain a functional agreement despite
broader hostility.

6. Indian Hydropower Projects Became a Major Source of Post-Treaty Disputes

» Pakistan increasingly objected to Indian projects on the Western Rivers.
o Major disputes included:
o Baglihar
o Kishenganga
o Ratle.
o Pakistan argued that some projects could affect downstream water availability and treaty
safeguards.

7. The Treaty Could Not Resolve the Larger Strategic Conflict

« Kashmir remained unresolved.

o Water became increasingly connected with national security narratives.

« Climate change, population growth and glacier melt have intensified future water
insecurity.

8. Critical Evaluation

Positive impact Limitation
Secured Pakistan's Western Rivers Did not resolve Kashmir
Created dispute-resolution mechanisms Hydropower disputes continue
Survived wars Increasing political mistrust
Enabled irrigation planning Climate change creates new pressures
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Positive impact Limitation
Institutionalized dialogue Treaty was not designed for today's climate realities

9. Conclusion

The Indus Waters Treaty remains one of the most successful examples of India-Pakistan conflict
management. It transformed water from an unrestricted source of confrontation into a regulated
bilateral issue. However, the treaty can preserve water cooperation only if both states
continue to respect its mechanisms and adapt them to climate and demographic realities.

Q.2 Examine the causes and consequences of
the 1971 separation of East Pakistan,
highlighting the role of regional and
international players.

1. Introduction

« The separation of East Pakistan was the outcome of political exclusion, economic
grievances, linguistic-cultural differences, constitutional failures and military
confrontation, aggravated by external intervention.

o 16 December 1971 marked the surrender of Pakistani forces in Dhaka.

o Thesis: External actors accelerated the crisis, but the fundamental causes were internal
failures of political accommodation and federal governance.

2. Political Marginalization of East Pakistan Created the Foundation of
Alienation

Bengalis constituted the demographic majority of Pakistan.

Yet political power remained disproportionately concentrated in West Pakistan.
Centralization weakened the principle of majority rule.

Repeated constitutional delays deepened distrust.

3. Linguistic and Cultural Differences Became Political Grievances

o Bengali language movement, particularly 1952, became a symbol of identity.

« Bengali cultural identity was sometimes treated as incompatible with the dominant
conception of Pakistani nationalism.

« Centralized nationalism failed to adequately accommodate linguistic diversity.

4. Economic Disparities Strengthened the Bengali Sense of Exploitation
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« East Pakistan generated significant export earnings, particularly through jute, while
Bengalis argued that development spending disproportionately benefited West Pakistan.

e Perceptions of unequal resource distribution transformed economic grievances into
political nationalism.

5. One Unit and Centralization Intensified the Federal Crisis

Centralization — weak provincial autonomy — Bengali alienation — demand for greater
autonomy — Six Points — confrontation

e One Unit merged West Pakistan into a single administrative unit in 1955.
o Military-bureaucratic dominance further weakened representative federalism.

6. The Six-Point Programme Converted Grievances into a Constitutional
Movement

o Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s Six Points (1966) demanded extensive provincial autonomy.
o The Awami League increasingly became the political vehicle of Bengali nationalism.
o The central establishment viewed the programme as threatening national unity.

7. The 1970 Elections Produced a Constitutional Deadlock

o Awami League won 160 of East Pakistan's 162 general National Assembly seats and
obtained a majority in the whole National Assembly.

o Therefore, constitutionally, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman had the strongest claim to form the
government.

o Transfer of power was delayed.

« Political negotiations collapsed.

8. The Military Operation and Civilian Violence Turned Political Conflict into
War

o Operation Searchlight began on 25 March 1971.

o Widespread violence, displacement and repression followed.
o Millions of refugees crossed into India.

e The conflict became increasingly militarized.

9. India Converted the Internal Crisis into a Regional War

« India provided:
o diplomatic support
o training and assistance to the Mukti Bahini
o refuge to refugees.
« India formally entered the war in December 1971.
« Indian military intervention accelerated the defeat of Pakistani forces.
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10. International Powers Shaped the Strategic Environment

Actor Role
India Supported Mukti Bahini and intervened militarily
Soviet Union Ind(_)-_SOVIet Treaty of Friendship and Cooperation strengthened India's strategic
position
United . . . ' : - . .
States Supported Pakistan diplomatically but avoided direct military intervention
China Politically supported Pakistan but did not intervene militarily
UN Diplomatic efforts and ceasefire discussions intensified during the conflict

11. The Separation Produced Profound Consequences for Pakistan

Creation of Bangladesh.

Loss of Pakistan's eastern wing.

Military and political crisis.

Yahya Khan resigned.

Zulfikar Ali Bhutto assumed power.

Pakistan's foreign-policy calculations changed.

Greater emphasis on national cohesion and provincial rights.
Constitutional reconstruction culminated in the 1973 Constitution.

12. Critical Lesson
The tragedy cannot be explained solely through Indian intervention.

Internal political failure + economic inequality + cultural alienation + authoritarianism +
electoral deadlock — external intervention — 1971

13. Conclusion

The 1971 separation was primarily a failure of federal democracy and political
accommodation, while India’s intervention and international alignments converted the internal
crisis into an irreversible geopolitical rupture. The central lesson for Pakistan is that national

unity cannot be sustained through coercive centralization; it requires representation,
provincial autonomy, equitable development and constitutional democracy.

Q.3 Explore the significance of CPEC for the
economic development of Pakistan. What are
its potential challenges and opportunities?
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1. Introduction

e CPEC was formally launched in 2015 as a flagship component of China's Belt and Road
Initiative.

« It connects Pakistan's economic geography with China's western regions through
infrastructure, energy, transport and Gwadar.

e Thesis: CPEC can transform Pakistan from a predominantly consumption-driven
economy into a regional connectivity and production hub, but this outcome depends on
governance, security, debt sustainability and successful industrialization.

2. CPEC Can Address Pakistan’s Chronic Infrastructure Deficit

o Energy projects.

o Motorways and highways.

« Rail connectivity.

e Gwadar infrastructure.

« Improved internal connectivity.

Infrastructure — lower transport costs — greater market access — investment — economic
growth

3. CPEC Can Reduce Pakistan’s Energy Constraints

« Early Harvest projects significantly expanded electricity generation.
« Energy investments targeted Pakistan's chronic power shortages.
» Improved electricity supply can support:

o manufacturing

o SMEs

o agriculture

o services.

4. CPEC Can Shift Pakistan Toward Industrial and Export-Led Growth

« Special Economic Zones can attract manufacturing investment.
« Potential sectors:
o textiles
o pharmaceuticals
o agriculture processing
o engineering
o technology.
o China can provide technology, capital and access to supply chains.

5. Gwadar Can Strengthen Pakistan’s Position as a Regional Trade Corridor

China — Pakistan — Arabian Sea
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Potential connectivity with:

Central Asia
Western China
Middle East
South Asia.

6. CPEC Can Create Employment and Human-Capital Opportunities

o Construction employment.
e Industrial jobs.

o Logistics and port services.
o Technical training.

o Technology transfer.

7. CPEC Can Strengthen Pakistan’s Geo-Economic Position
Pakistan can move from:
Geo-strategic importance — Geo-economic connectivity
Its geographical position provides potential access to:
o Central Asian markets

e Chinese markets
o Middle Eastern trade routes.

8. Security Instability Remains a Major Challenge

o Terrorist attacks against Chinese citizens and projects threaten investor confidence.
e Security costs increase project expenses.
« Stability in Balochistan remains particularly important for Gwadar.

9. Debt and External Financing Concerns Require Careful Management

e CPEC is not simply "Chinese aid"; projects involve different financing structures.

« Pakistan must ensure that repayment obligations remain compatible with foreign-
exchange earnings.

« Viable projects should generate sufficient economic returns.

10. Governance and Transparency Determine Whether CPEC Produces Broad-
Based Gains

e Project selection must follow economic rather than political considerations.
« Procurement transparency.
e Strong regulatory institutions.
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e Local participation.
e Environmental safeguards.

11. CPEC Can Become a Missed Opportunity If Pakistan Remains Dependent on
Imported Inputs

o Sustainable gains require:
o local manufacturing
o value addition
o exports
o technology transfer.
o Otherwise, infrastructure may improve without fundamentally transforming Pakistan's

productive structure.

12. Opportunities and Challenges at a Glance

Opportunities Challenges
Energy security Security threats
Industrialization Debt/repayment concerns
Gwadar connectivity Governance weaknesses

Employment Political instability
Technology transfer Environmental concerns
Regional trade Local grievances
Export growth Import dependence

13. Conclusion
CPEC should not be judged merely by kilometres of roads or megawatts of electricity. Its real
success will be measured by whether it produces exports, industrialization, jobs, technology

transfer and regional connectivity. With sound governance and security, CPEC can become a
cornerstone of Pakistan's geo-economic transformation.

Q.4 Analyze the demographic and cultural
diversity of Pakistan and its impact on
national integration and policy making.

1. Introduction

Pakistan is a multi-ethnic, multilingual, multi-cultural and regionally diverse federation.
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Diversity itself is not a threat to integration; exclusion and unequal political representation
turn diversity into conflict.

2. Pakistan’s Demographic Diversity Reflects Its Federal and Historical
Composition

Region Major identities/features
Punjab Punjabi, Saraiki and diverse urban identities
Sindh Sindhi, Urdu-speaking and other communities
KP Pashtun, Hindko, Chitrali and other identities
Balochistan Baloch, Pashtun, Brahui and other communities
GB Multiple linguistic and cultural communities
AJK Distinct regional identities within the federation's broader political framework

3. Linguistic Diversity Strengthens Cultural Richness but Complicates National
Policy

Major languages include:

e Punjabi
o Pashto
o Sindhi
« Balochi
o Saraiki
e Urdu

+ Hindko
e Brahui

o Shina and other regional languages.

e Urdu provides a national link language.

o Regional languages provide cultural identity.

o Policy becomes problematic when one language is perceived as being imposed at the
expense of others.

4. Ethnic Diversity Influences Political Mobilization

« Ethnic identities influence voting patterns and party formation.
e Examples:
o Sindhi nationalism
o Baloch nationalist politics
o Pashtun political mobilization
o urban Sindh's ethnic politics.
« These identities become politically destabilizing when citizens perceive exclusion from
state institutions.

5. Regional Economic Inequalities Affect National Integration
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Unequal development — deprivation — political grievance — identity-based mobilization
Examples:

« Balochistan's resource-development grievances.
e Rural-urban disparities in Sindh.
o Development gaps in parts of KP and southern Punjab.

6. Cultural Diversity Directly Shapes Policy Making
Government must accommodate:

o language

e education

o local government

« resource distribution
e provincial autonomy
o cultural heritage

e minority rights.

7. The 18th Amendment Provided a Constitutional Mechanism for Managing
Diversity

e Provincial autonomy increased.

o Concurrent Legislative List abolished.

» Provinces received greater legislative responsibility.

o Article 140-A provides for local governments.

e Council of Common Interests provides a federal coordination mechanism.

8. Diversity Can Become a Source of National Strength

Cultural diversity — tourism + creative industries + cultural diplomacy + social innovation
— stronger national identity

e Multilingual literature.
« Traditional crafts.

e Music and festivals.

o Historical heritage.

o Domestic tourism.

9. Poor Management of Diversity Can Produce Fragmentation

o Ethnic discrimination.

e Unequal resource distribution.
« Forced cultural uniformity.

o \Weak representation.
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e Provincial grievances.
o Centre-province mistrust.

10. Pakistan Needs an Inclusive Model of National Identity
The state should promote:

Pakistani citizenship + constitutional equality + Islamic identity + provincial cultures +
linguistic pluralism

rather than treating national identity and regional identity as mutually exclusive.
11. Policy Reforms Can Convert Diversity into Integration

o Equitable NFC distribution.

« Strong local governments.

o Multilingual education.

« Provincial representation.

o Balanced development.

e Cultural preservation.

o Merit-based federal institutions.
o Greater Senate effectiveness.

12. Conclusion
Pakistan's diversity is a constitutional reality and a national asset, not an inherent source of
instability. The challenge arises when demographic and cultural differences intersect with

inequality and political exclusion. A federal, inclusive and rights-based policy framework can
convert diversity from a source of fragmentation into a foundation of national integration.

Q.5 Critically evaluate the impact of Bhutto’s
nationalization policy on the economy of
Pakistan.

1. Introduction

Zulfikar Ali Bhutto's government adopted extensive nationalization after 1972, seeking to reduce
economic concentration and establish greater state control over strategic sectors.

Address: 2-A, Shahrah Aiwan-e-Sanat-o-Tijarat, G.O.R.-l, Lahore, Pakistan Phone: 0325-0179777
Email: commonsexamination@gmail.com




Thesis: Nationalization achieved short-term redistribution and state control over strategic
industries, but excessive bureaucratic control, weak management and reduced private-sector
confidence contributed to long-term inefficiencies.

2. Nationalization Was Driven by the Perceived Failures of Concentrated Private
Capital

o Pakistan's 1960s growth had produced substantial industrial concentration.

« Bhutto viewed the existing economic structure as unequal.

« His policy was influenced by socialist ideas and the concept of a more equitable economic
order.

3. Nationalization Expanded State Control over Major Industries
Major sectors affected included:

e banking

e insurance

e heavy industry

o selected manufacturing industries

« educational institutions

o later, broader areas of the economy.

Private concentration — nationalization — state ownership — centralized economic
management

4. Nationalization Initially Promoted Greater Economic Equality
« State ownership reduced the dominance of major industrial families.
« Strategic resources were placed under public control.
e The government attempted to direct investment toward national priorities.
« Workers received greater political and institutional attention.
5. Nationalization Strengthened the State’s Role in Banking and Finance
e Major banks were brought under state ownership.
« This enabled the government to direct credit toward selected sectors.

« However, political considerations later affected lending and appointments.

6. State Ownership Created Serious Efficiency and Productivity Problems

Bureaucratic management replaced entrepreneurial decision-making.
Political appointments weakened professional management.
Loss-making public enterprises increased the fiscal burden.
Productivity incentives weakened.
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7. Nationalization Damaged Private-Sector Confidence

o Entrepreneurs became uncertain about property rights.

« Investment incentives weakened.

o Capital flight and business relocation became concerns.

o Pakistan's private industrial development suffered from uncertainty.

8. Political Patronage Distorted Economic Decision-Making
State ownership + weak accountability — political appointments — inefficiency — losses

o Public enterprises could become vehicles for patronage.
« Economic management became increasingly politicized.

9. The Policy Also Produced Some Long-Term Institutional Legacies

o Expansion of public banking and industrial institutions.
o Greater state capacity in strategic sectors.

e Recognition of workers' rights.

o Greater emphasis on distributive justice.

10. Critical Evaluation

Positive impact Negative impact
Reduced concentration of economic power Reduced private investment
Greater state control of strategic sectors  Bureaucratic inefficiency

Expanded public-sector role Political interference
Worker-oriented policies Low productivity

Greater access to state-directed credit Fiscal burden

Redistributive objectives Entrepreneurial confidence weakened

11. The Better Lesson Is Not Simply “Privatization Good, Nationalization Bad”
The central problem was how nationalization was implemented.
Pakistan required:

o professional management

e independent boards

o performance accountability

e competitive public enterprises

o predictable private-property rights.

12. Conclusion
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Bhutto's nationalization policy was rooted in a legitimate concern about inequality and excessive
concentration of wealth, but its overexpansion and weak institutional implementation
undermined efficiency and investment. The most sustainable model for Pakistan is neither
unrestricted state control nor unregulated capitalism, but a competitive mixed economy with
strong regulation and professional public-sector governance.

Q.6 The Kashmir dispute is an unfinished
agenda of the 1947 partition. Evaluate
Pakistan’s Kashmir policy for the solution of
the problem.

1. Introduction

The Kashmir dispute emerged from the partition of British India in 1947 and remains one of the
longest-running conflicts in South Asia.

Thesis: Pakistan's Kashmir policy has successfully kept the dispute internationally visible and
mobilized diplomatic support, but it has not produced a final settlement because of the India-
Pakistan security dilemma, changing international priorities, internal Kashmiri divisions and the
failure of sustained bilateral diplomacy.

2. Pakistan Initially Pursued Kashmir Through the Principle of Self-
Determination

o Pakistan argues that Kashmiris should determine their political future.
e The principle is linked to:
o partition's demographic logic
o UN resolutions
o Kashmiri aspirations.
« Pakistan has consistently presented Kashmir as an international dispute rather than merely
an internal Indian matter.

3. Pakistan Used the United Nations to Internationalize the Dispute

e UN involvement began during the 1947-48 war.

e UN Security Council resolutions called for processes involving ceasefire and the future
status of Jammu and Kashmir.

« Pakistan has continued to raise the issue at international forums.
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4. Bilateral Agreements Produced Temporary Conflict Management but No Final
Settlement

Karachi Agreement 1949 — Tashkent 1966 — Simla 1972 — Lahore Declaration 1999

e These agreements reduced immediate tensions.
e However, none produced a mutually accepted final settlement.

5. Pakistan’s Diplomatic Policy Has Sought International Support
Pakistan has repeatedly highlighted:

human rights concerns

Kashmiri self-determination

demographic and political changes in Indian-administered Kashmir.

Support from countries such as China, Turkiye and other Muslim states has strengthened
diplomatic visibility.

6. Pakistan's Kashmir Policy Has Been Complicated by the Use of Force and
Proxy Dynamics

o Wars occurred in:

o 194748

o 1965

o 1971

o Kargil 1999.
o Cross-border militancy has further complicated Pakistan's diplomatic position.
 India has used militancy concerns to frame Kashmir primarily as a security issue.

7. The 2019 Indian Constitutional Changes Created a New Strategic Challenge
« India revoked the special constitutional status of Jammu and Kashmir through the 5
August 2019 measures.

e Jammu and Kashmir was reorganized into Union Territories.
« Pakistan strongly opposed these developments and intensified diplomatic efforts.

8. Pakistan’s Policy Faces Major Structural Constraints

Constraint Impact
India-Pakistan military rivalry Reduces diplomatic space
Nuclear deterrence Raises escalation risks
India’s larger economic weight Greater diplomatic leverage
Global power competition Kashmir often receives lower priority
Terrorism narrative Complicates Pakistan's diplomacy

Internal political instability ~ Weakens policy continuity
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Constraint Impact
Kashmiri political divisions ~ Complicate unified representation

9. Pakistan Needs to Move Toward a More Sustainable Multi-Dimensional
Strategy

e Maintain principled support for Kashmiri self-determination.

« Strengthen diplomatic engagement.

o Keep human-rights concerns documented through credible international mechanisms.
e Avoid actions that undermine diplomatic legitimacy.

e Promote people-to-people contacts where possible.

e Use back-channel diplomacy.

o Improve Pakistan's economic and institutional strength.

10. Pakistan Should Combine Principle with Pragmatic Diplomacy

Principled position + diplomatic engagement + confidence-building + regional stability —
greater space for negotiated settlement

e Avoid permanent escalation.

« Promote ceasefire stability.

« Encourage dialogue when conditions permit.

o Link peace with trade and regional connectivity.

11. Critical Evaluation
Pakistan has succeeded in:

o keeping Kashmir central to its foreign-policy agenda
e maintaining international diplomatic advocacy
o developing strong domestic political consensus on the issue.

But it has struggled to:

« secure a final settlement

« maintain uninterrupted bilateral dialogue

« overcome India's resistance to third-party mediation

« translate international sympathy into a political settlement.

12. Conclusion

Kashmir remains an unfinished legacy of partition, but its resolution cannot realistically come
through military confrontation. Pakistan's most effective policy is principled but pragmatic
diplomacy, combining Kashmiri rights, international law, human-rights advocacy, sustained
dialogue and regional confidence-building. A durable solution ultimately requires the political
consent and aspirations of the people of Kashmir to be meaningfully addressed.
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Q.7 Is media a curse or blessing? Critically
evaluate its role in shaping public opinion
and influencing political events in Pakistan in
the 21st century.

1. Introduction

Media has become one of the most influential institutions in Pakistan's political and social life,
particularly after the rapid expansion of private electronic media in the 2000s and social media in
the 2010s.

Thesis: Media is neither inherently a curse nor a blessing; its impact depends on the quality of
journalism, ownership structures, regulation, digital literacy and political culture.

2. The Expansion of Media Has Transformed Pakistan’s Public Sphere

« Expansion of private television channels after PEMRA's establishment in 2002.
o Growth of:
television talk shows
newspapers
YouTube
Facebook
X/Twitter
o TikTok.
o Political communication shifted from elite institutions toward mass and digital audiences.

O O O O O

3. Media Strengthens Democracy by Informing and Mobilizing Citizens

e Provides information about:

o elections

o government performance

o corruption

o public policy.
« Enables citizens to scrutinize political leaders.
e Provides platforms to opposition voices.

Information — awareness — political participation — accountability — democratic
pressure

4. Media Played a Major Role in the Lawyers’ Movement
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o Coverage of the 2007-09 Lawyers' Movement helped mobilize public opinion.

« Private television channels provided unprecedented visibility to political protests.

o Media became an important force in debates surrounding judicial independence and
constitutionalism.

5. Media Has Influenced Electoral Politics and Political Narratives

« Political parties increasingly use television and social media to:
o frame narratives
o mobilize supporters
o attack opponents
o influence undecided voters.
« Political campaigns increasingly operate through digital platforms.

6. Social Media Has Democratized Political Expression

« Citizens can bypass traditional gatekeepers.

e Young people can directly participate in political debates.

o Hashtags and viral campaigns can place previously ignored issues on the national agenda.
7. Media Exposes Social Problems and Strengthens Accountability
Examples include reporting on:

e corruption

 violence against women

o child abuse

e Missing persons

e governance failures

« disasters and humanitarian crises.
Thus, media can convert private suffering into a public policy issue.
8. Sensationalism Can Turn Media into a Political Curse

o Breaking-news competition encourages speed over verification.

« Talk shows may prioritize confrontation over substantive policy debate.

« Unverified claims can rapidly become public "facts."
Sensationalism — misinformation — polarization — mistrust — political instability
9. Political and Commercial Ownership Can Distort News

e Media organizations depend on advertising and revenue.

« Ownership interests can influence editorial priorities.
o Political pressure can affect journalists and newsrooms.
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e Result: selective coverage and partisan framing.
10. Social Media Has Created a New Information Disorder
Major problems include:

o fake news

o deepfakes

e coordinated propaganda

e bots

e manipulated videos

« misinformation during elections and crises.
The speed of digital information often exceeds the ability of institutions to verify it.
11. Media Has Contributed to Political Polarization
Instead of encouraging dialogue, partisan media ecosystems can create:

Echo chambers — confirmation bias — demonization of opponents — social polarization

« Political parties increasingly address their own supporters rather than the broader public.
o Television and digital platforms can amplify extreme positions.

12. Media’s Impact Can Be Evaluated as a Double-Edged Sword

Media as a blessing Media as a curse
Political awareness Fake news
Government accountability — Sensationalism
Investigative journalism Political propaganda
Public mobilization Polarization
Exposure of corruption Character assassination
Voice to marginalized groups Hate speech
Election information Manipulation

13. Pakistan Needs Responsible Media Rather Than Less Media

e Strong journalistic ethics.

e Independent fact-checking.

o Digital/media literacy.

« Protection of journalists.

e Transparent media ownership.

« Professional regulation rather than political censorship.

o Greater public awareness about verifying online information.
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14. Conclusion

Media has become a fourth pillar of Pakistan’s democratic ecosystem, but its power can either
strengthen or weaken democracy. The solution is not to suppress media but to create an
environment where freedom is accompanied by responsibility, journalism by verification,
and political communication by democratic ethics. Thus, media is ultimately a blessing when
institutions and citizens possess the capacity to use its power responsibly.
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